Essay Questions
1.) Choose your favourite character in Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall. Does he or she change at all in the course of the book? If so, by referring deftly to the novel, trace his or her transformation.

2.) In Robert Rotenberg's Old City Hall, Toronto becomes a convergence point for people who are not only involved with the justice system but who are also in some way trapped. Choose your favourite character from the novel. By referring deftly to the book, demonstrate that he or she is trapped, and discuss how he or she struggles to be free. 

3.) In Robert Rotenberg's Old City Hall is Jo Summers Officer Kennicott's alter-ego, his "other self"? Support your argument with deft references to the novel.

4.) Robert Rotenberg's Old City Hall is ambitious in scope. It's an epic crime novel with multiple points of view. Pick your favourite character. What is his or her world view of modern Toronto? Support your argument with deft references to the novel.

5.) In an interview with Shelagh Rogers on CBC Radio One, Robert Rotenberg declared that Detective Ari Greene "is the moral centre of the book." By referring deftly to the novel, explore this idea.

6.) In Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall, in the mind of Detective Ari Greene, Officer Kennicott is not only "a quick study, but he is also "damn determined." By referring deftly to the novel, show that Greene's assessment is accurate.

7.) In Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall, is Judge Summers an arrogant, intolerant bully, someone who is dedicated to making the legal system function more effectively, or any combination thereof? By referring deftly to the novel, support your argument.

8.) In Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall, Nancy Parish is more than just a good defence lawyer. She's also an excellent observer of human behaviour. By referring deftly to the novel develop this argument.

9.) According to Booklist, Robert Rotenberg's Old City Hall allows us to see Toronto from the point of view of immigrants. Through their eyes, we are allowed to "wonder wryly about the oddities of their adopted culture." By referring deftly to the novel, explore this theme.

10.) A major theme of Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall is that we shouldn't be too quick to jump to conclusions because things are often not as simple as they seem. By referring deftly to the novel, develop this idea.

11.) In an article written by The Globe and Mail's Kate hammer, Robert Rotenberg says that in his novel Old City Hall,

"I wasn't trying to write about Toronto as the world's most multicultural city. Just Toronto, warts and all.... And the warts are much more interesting than the other stuff."

By referring deftly to the book, discuss Toronto's warts that Mr. Rotenberg exposes.

12.) In an article examining a survey on hockey conducted by Environics Analytics and Research Now, ("New Canadians Find Common Ground on Ice," May 21, 2010), The Globe and Mail reporters Joe Friesen and Les Perreaux write that "The results suggest hockey acts as a kind of glue in the Canadian mosaic." By referring deftly to Robert Rotenberg's Old City Hall, show how the novel supports this idea that hockey is a social connector.

13.) Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall reveals that policing is demanding and complex. The novel demonstrates that today's police officers must be totally familiar with proper police procedure as they gather evidence for trial. At the same time, they must also be social workers as they are the first people to interact with those directly involved in or affected by crime. By referring deftly to the novel, explore this idea.

14.) According to the Times Literary Supplement, Robert Rotenberg's novel Old City Hall "offers a convincing portrayal of backstage operations in the justice system.... The author ... represents and thereby raises questions about such serious and central parts of the procedure as interview techniques, plea bargaining, media pressure, and the deals that may be made in the judges' chambers or coffee shops in the pre-trial process." By referring deftly to the book, develop this argument.

